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SEATS IN PHASE 1:152: TURNOUT IN 20?1 82, 54%

Over 96%
pollingin
Bengal seat
with highest
SIR deletions
in Phasel

Damini Nath & Atri Mitra
New Delivi, Kolkara, April 23

BOTH WEST Bengal (first
phase) and Tamil Nadu re-
coerded their highest-ever voter
furnouts in the Assembly elec-
thons on Thursday.

InWest Bengal, where 152 of
the total 294 Assembly seats
wenl to polls in the first phase,
the turnout was 92.88%, ac-
cording to the ECINET app
data around midnight. This is
the flrst election since the Elec-
ton Commission's Special In-
tensive Revision (SIE} cut the
electoral rolls by 1163% In the
state, inchuding 2710 lakh de-
leted electors in limbo with
their appeals pending before
tribunals.

In Tamil Nadu, accordingtoe
the ECINET app data around
midnight. the turnout was
B85.15%, The state's previous
record high was 78.29% In the
2011 Assembly elections, While
women voters recorded 85.76%
polling on Thursday, male
voters recorded 8357 %,

In'West Bengal, the previous
record high was 84,72 % in 2011,
when Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee starmed o power,
ending the 34-vear-rule of the
CPIM).

While women voters re-
corded 92.69% polling [n West
Bengal on Thursday, male
vaoters recorded 052%.

«CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

TOTAL SEATS: 234; TURNOUT IN 2021
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WESTBENGAL SEES HIGHEST-EVER TURNOUT, PREVIOUS RECORD WAS 84.72% IN 2011; RECORD HIGH IN TAMIL NADU

929% Bengal, 85.1% TN

Voters in Baharampur constituency in West Bengal's Murshidabad district, Thursday. ssrmsaeau (right) Long queues outside a polling station in Chennal. s

SIR shadow, 12% dip in
voter count: TMC, BJP
say surge in their favour

Damini Nath
New Delh, April 23

POLLING IN the first phase of
the West Bengal Assemblyelec-
tions Thursday set a new record
of vorer turnont over 92%, maore
than 10 percentage points
higher than the 2021
turnout. This reflects
not just the deletion of
electors - deceased,
shifted, absent, dupli-
cate — from the rolls
during the Special Intensive
Revision, bringing down the
overall base and enhancingthe
percentage, it also pointsio ro-
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bust voting by those who had
cleared the Election
Commission’s SIR test.

The ruling TMC and
challenger BJP inter-
preted this record turn-
out in opposing ways,
eachannouncing a mandatein

its favvouir and the beginning of

the end of the other.
SCONTINUED ONPAGE 2

‘Voting to stay on rolls’: Huge turnout
in Murshidabad after high deletions

Ravik Bhattacharya
Mirshidabad, April 23

THE RECORD turnout In the
first round of the West Bengal
Assembly elections Thursday
was evident in Murshidebad
district, which recorded the
highest deletions during the
adjudication round of the
Special Inensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls,

Sranding In leng queues,
people expressed alarm about
the high deletion rates in the
district during the voter roll
revision and said they did not
want totakea risk by not voting
this time. At the Goyash pri-
mary school in the Raninagar
Assembly constituency, voter

» Murshidabad: Votingi
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Amir Alisakd, “Somany names
have been deleted in SIR,
People are not taking any risks,
We want to vote so that our
name remains on the electoral
list.”

All four Assembly consti-

tuencies with the highest dele-
tions during the adjudication
phase are in Murshidabad,
where the turnout figure was
93.535% as of 11.30 pm, accord-
ingto the ECINET app. These
SCONTINUED ON PAGE 2

712.73%

Tamil Nadu
witnesses
record voting
as Chennai
postsover 81%

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, April 23

EY THURSDAY evening, Tamil
Madu’s polling booths had beg-
un 1o resemble what they often
doon the state’s biggest political
days: long, patlent quewescurl-
ing past school gates, elderly
vorers leaning on walking
sticks, first-time voters compar-
ing inked fingers, party agents
watching every movement, amd
theoccasional burst of commao-
tion breaking the rinthm of an
otherwise orderly day.

Tamil Nadu recorded 85.15%
palling, secording to the ECI-
NET app data around mid-
might, the highest-ever rurmaout
in an Assembly election in the
stage since 1952, surpassing the
previous high of 78,29% in 2001
Chennai, often seen asslowerto
warm up than the rest of the
state, also posted 3 strong
BL34% mmout by 5 pi.

Across thestate’s 234 consti-
tuencies, volers tumed out in
large numbers o docide the fae
of 4,023 candidates in a contest

centred on the niling DME-
led alliance, the AIADME-led
MDA, actor-politiclan Vijay's
TVE, and the Seeman-led NTE.
‘Tarnil Madu's electorate stands
573 croee, Inchuding 293 crore
women, 283 crore men and
7728 third-gender voters, Pal-
ling was held in 75,064 booths
across 33,135 locations.

Some palling haoths wit-
nessed colourful scenes. In

SCONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Assembly Election: Sporadic clashes reported in West Bengal

VOTING WAVE IN WEST

BENGAL & TAMIL NADU

CEC hails Bengal TBITIII N&dU fDl' h|ghest ever voter tl.ll’ﬂOI.I'[ since lﬂdEDEI'IdEFICE
e L

First India Bureau
Kolkata/Chennai

Voting for the crucial West
Bengal and Tamil Nadu
assembly elections 2026
concluded with a record
tumout on Thursday, with
actors, politicians and
other voters queueing up
to exercise their franchise.

The turnout has over-
taken the 2021 figure of
83.18% in WB, marking
the highest voter partici-
pation since independ-
ence, PM Modi’s appeal
for high voter turnout
also appeared to have a
strong impact. The re-
cord-breaking tumout has
triggered political discus-
sions from Kolkata to
Delhi, raising questions
about whether a 78-year-
long wait is coming to an
end & WB could witness a
historic political shift. Pé

TOTAL VOTING
PERCENTAGE

91.78%

West Bengal (Ph-1)

84.69%

Tamil Nadu

Voters show their EPIC cards while standing in queue during voting in Murshidabad, WB, Thursday.,

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS IN BENGAL AND TAMIL NADU DURING VOTING

® Supporters of TMC and
AUJP, led by Humayun
Kabir, clashed violently, us-
ing lathis, pelting stones &
damaging vehicles parked
along the roadside in WB

® BJP MLA Agnimitra
Paul's car attacked during
first phase of voting in WB

@ Clashes erupt between
villagers and central forces
over an alleged EVM mal-
function in Budhpur village
in Purulia, West Bengal

® Across West Bengal, 41
individuals were arresied for
poll-related violence, while
571 persons were taken

into preventive custody

® Two villages in poset

ﬂengal BIP (andmate suvendu Sarkar cn.ased across fields anﬂ
allegedly assaulted by a mob in Kumarganj, W8, on Thursday.

Bharathi's Ettayapuram
boycott election over ‘path-
way dispute’ in Tamil Nadu
@ (Clashes broke out
between DMK and BJP
workers at a polling station
at TN's Gandhima Nagar

® Several voters in Domkal
alleged that they were
threatened and intimidated,
with some claiming they
were warmned of assault if
they attempted to reach
polling stations
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HIGH TURNOUT BAD
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lgh voter turnout often invites sweeping po-
@ litical conclusions, but it rarely offers such
straightforward answers. The reported 89
percent polling in the first phase of West Bengal’s
elections is undeniably striking. It reflects strong
public engagement and a willingness among voters
to shape the state’s political trajectory. However, in-
terpreting this surge as a clear indicator of a Bharati-
va Janata Pariy upswing may be premature.
Historically, high mrnout in West Bengal has not
consistently favoured any single party. The state has
a deeply entrenched culture of electoral participation,
where mobilisation efforts by all major players—
whether the ruling
Trinamool Congress
or the opposition
BJP—play a decisive
role. While allega- ..
tions of bogus voting

and administrative The more pertinent

crackdowns may question is not

have influenced vot- whether high

er confidence, it is turnoutsignalsa

difficult to quantify wave, but whether it

their direct electoral I‘Eﬂecls_a_

impact at this stage. competitive contest.

The BIP’s opti- With the second

mism stems from its phase still pending,

expanding footprint any prediction of

and its narrative of regime change
would be speculative

electoral reform. Yet,

the Trinamool Con-

gress refains a grass-

roots network and a

proven ability to convert turnout into votes. For many
voters, local issues, welfare delivery, and leadership
perception continue to outweigh broader narratives
about electoral integrity.

The more pertinent question is not whether high
turnout signals a wave, but whether it reflects a com-
petitive contest. With the second phase still pending,
any prediction of regime change would be specula-
tive. Elections in West Bengal have often defied lin-
ear interpretations, and this cycle appears no different.
Ultimately, heavy polling underscores democratic
vitality and, possibly, political upheaval. The verdict
will depend less on turnout figures and more on how
extensively the TMC has been affected by SIR.



Special intensive turnout: Nat’l

85% Polling In
TN, 21.7L More
Votes Than '21

Kaushik Pradhan &
Shanmughasundaram)

Kolkata/Chennai:  Record-
breaking turnout in Bengal and
Tamil Nadu underscored a
high-stakes election shaped by
voter roll revisions, as crores
queued up Thursday to assert
their hard-earned franchise.
Bengal logged an unpreceden-

FULL COVERAGE: P 8

»HC to EC: Why don’t you
declare emergency, P 8

ted 92.6% turnout (9pm figure)
in the first phase across 152
constituenciesinl6districts, far
above 81.5% In 2021 and 84.3% In
2011. EC officials said 92.6% was
without precedent nationally.

record of 92.6% in Bengal Ph 1

Photo: L R Shankar

HIGHER TURNOUT MORE VOTERS IN BOTH STATES

*
& Turnout

West Bengal (Ph 1)
! Tamil Nadu

~. 1 Absolute Voters*

| West Bengal (Ph 1)

Tamil Nadu

2026
92.6%
85%

2021
82.4%
12.7%

Change
+10.2
+12.3

+0.2cr
+0.3cr

3.3cr
4.9¢cr

3.1cr
4.6cr

¥ > In West Bengal, Raghunathganj recorded
™\ highest turnout at 96.9%, while Darjeeling
4 recorded the lowest at 88.4%

&Y > In Tamil Nadu, Karur recorded the highest
M turnout at 93%, while Palayamkottai recorded

the lowest at 69%

: » In West Bengal, constituencies with
‘% more SIR-linked deletions saw higher

Visually impaired TN voters at a polling booth in Chennai

Tamil Nadu recorded 85%
turnout (9pm figure), up from
73.6% in 2021, after about 57 lakh
names were removed, reducing
electorate from 6.3 crore to 5.7
crore, Still, in absolute terms,

increase in turnout
*Only EVM votes considered | Data till 9pm

DETAILED MAPS ON PAGE 8

21.7 lakh more votes were cast
compared to previouselection,a
3.7% increase. “For the highest
ever percentage of polling in
Bengal and Tamil Nadu since
Independence, EC salutes each

voter of the two states,” CEC
Gyanesh Kumar said. Final fi-
gures could rise after consolida-
tion of reports, officials said.

pContinuedonP?7

........................................................................................................................................................................................



FEWER N AMES ON Ro I-LS YET Mo RE Tamil Nadu’s electorate fell from 6.3 crore in 2021 to 5.7 crore in 2026, yet the number of voters increased; Bengal showed the same pattern. Every
{4 constituency in both states recorded a rise in turnout. The data also shows that in West Bengal, constituencies with higher deletions tended to see higger

vo-I-Es IN BENG AI- AND T AMII- N ADU g‘jg:_olunt g::g:h‘(()afgtgg (}isn g)nstituencies where more than 10% of voters were deleted relative to the Jan electoral roll, 14 recorded a turnout increase of

Tamil Nadu No. of voters West Bengal No. of voters ) Tamil Nadu turnout West Bengal turnout West Bengal

change over 2021 ,  change over 2021 change 2026 over 2021 change 2026 over 2021 SIR Deletions

Absolute change &/ Absolute change Turnout in % Turnout in % i\as"%z:oozleelectors in
0 5K 10K 15K 20K : 3K 0 IE'DK 13K 15K 20K -7 1‘0 -5 l 1'{1 13- In West Bengal,

Samsergan;j saw

: 31.7% deletion in its
33415 Oaspr 05, Villvakham _ Raghunathgari il o
'(High,est #® +29,419 by | % 30% #20.8% 16 percentage points ___ 05
decrease) (Highest increase) - (Highest (Highest
increase) increase)

Ariyalur
Sriperumbudur Dr %3.7%
# 165,518 Radhakrishnan (Lowest . Manbezar 170
(Highest increase) [ Nagar increase) Chandipur saw the
¢ 9-6,994 #®0.12% lowest
(Highest L oy
decrease) B increased by 5.7

ercentage points
Comparison is based on EVM votes, as postal-ballot data for the current election is not yet available. Absolute votes polled have been estimated from turnout figures available at 8 pm B gepol




Bhanu Joshi and
Neelanjan Sircar

letters@hindustantimes.com

‘ ‘ hen the floods

came, nobody
helped us. It's
true that the
local party (Trinamool Congress,
or TMC) arranged emergency
supplies, but those in other
neighbourhoods got it through
corruption, even though we were
the most-affected.”

In a Rajbanshi village on the
banks of the Jaldhaka River in
Maynaguri constituency, an eld-
erly woman tells us in detail
about the horrific floods that
took place last monsoon leading
to loss of property and livestock.
They live on what historian Deb-
jani Bhattacharya describes as
“liquid land” — a space that can
be both called land and water
but the government must catego-
rise to be one or the other. Sadly
the Jaldhaka is an active river
with the banks rapidly shifting
towards their village, and floods
are likely to continue regularly.
Soon, the woman's grandson,
who has come back from Mum-
bai from his construction job to
vote, joins in, “The TMC is cor-
ruptand did nothing for us when
the floods hit. We need to vote as
Hindus and vote for the BJP
(Bharatiya Janata Party).”

The elderly lady wore a scepti-

cal look on her face and cut her
grandson off, “Don’t listen to
him. No one is voting for the BJP
here. We've never even seen
them.”

While the local panchayat is
led by the TMC, both the mem-
ber of legislative assembly
(MLA) and the member of par-
liament (MP) are from the BJP.
But upon further investigation,
we found that no one — not even
the grandson — could name the
MLA or MP. The young man
from Mumbai tried once more to
convince his family, “The Mus-
limsin the city put a padlock on
a mandir.” But even this new
tack doesn’t cut ice; they can't
comprehend this new “Hindu-
Muslim" language.

While TV studios and social
media are rife with grand narra-
tives, Hindu-Muslim, electoral
rolls, and industrialisation, a sig-
nificant portion of rural Bengal
population still votes on local
political economy. The pancha-
yatis the centre of political life

and voters assess the capacity of

party to address their needs. It's
a major challenge for the BJIP.
Even voters fed up with the TMC
will never vote for a party they
cannot name or see; parties must
meet their constituents’ basic
needs.

Unlike the cities such as Sili-
guri and Jalpaiguri decorated
with “Jai Shree Ram” flags, saf-

{0 Hindustan Times

In hinterland, poll Vlctory mlght hinge on ground visibility

A 31gmﬁcant portion of rural Bengal’s population still votes on

local political economy.

fron markers are notice-
ably absent in many
rural settings. In our
travels, BJP supporters’
language is tinged with
Hindu nationalism, but
it's a language that
doesn’t make much
sense to many rural pop-
ulations where Hindus
and Muslims live peace-
fully next to each other. It also is
a hard-sell to numerous social
groups such as the Rajbanshis,
who define themselves in ethnic
terms and share culture and lan-
guageacross religions.

Nearly 500km away in Kaly-
ani constituency, in villages just
a few kilometres north of the
university town, we encounter
similar riverine problems. For

=

WEST
BENGAL

PTI

the last few decades, the
Hooghly River has been
shifting at a reasonable
pace, eating up villages
and “resurfacing” once-
submerged land. In the
early 2000s, the erst-
while Left government
allotted land to farmers
whose previous land had
been swallowed up by
the river in these areas. But the
party maintained control of the
land and it could only be sold
informally between local villag-
ers. The TMC government has
been active in slowing the move-
ment of the river so that some
settlement is possible on the
banks. Here, access to land and
ability to cope with an unpredict-
able environment has consist-

ently been mediated through
sophisticated party networks.
The sheer presence and familiar-
ity with the TMC's party network
continues to be a major advan-
tage for the party.

If our visit to Maynaguri gave
an image of endemic poverty, the
villages in Kalyani look very dif-
ferent. The land here is very fer-
tile, giving at least three harvests
a year, and people grow toma-
toes, parwal (pointed gourd),
cauliflower, and a variety of
other vegetables. None of the
people we surveyed reported
irregular delivery of cash bene-
fits like Lakshmir Bhandar
across party lines. But outside of
the most vulnerable villages, the
money (L,500 per month)
doesn't seem to make much of a
difference.

Five years ago, when we trav-
elled in these areas, chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee and her
schemes were on the tip of every-
one’s tongues. Whether or not
people support the TMC, today,
cash schemes are rarely the first
thing mentioned by voters.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
won a sweeping mandate in 2019
around labharthi (beneficiary)
voters but didn't get as much
electoral benefitin 2024, and it
seems that Banerjee’s cash
schemes will not have the elect-
oral impact they did five years
ago. As one respondent in Kaly-

ani told us, "All parties now
promise benefits, and voters,

irrespective of which party they
support, get benefits. But this
focus on benefits has prevented
parties from addressing the real
issues facing farmers.”

The TMC is clearly facing anti-
incumbency in many pockets,
and it actually dropped a num-
ber of well-known faces from its
candidate list to address this
issue. Rather than Banerjee’s
image, the TMC's sheer presence
in the daily lives of citizens and
its problem solving networks are
its strongest selling point. Virtu-
ally every respondent had visited
a duare sarkar (government at
doorstep) camp set up by the
TMC — allowing the party to
reach citizens even where the
state can't do so.

The BJP seems to have under-
stood its absence on the ground
is a problem. Perhaps the Spe-
cial Intensive Review (SIR) exer-
cise and a massive paramilitary
deployment into West Bengal for
the election may make a differ-
ence and help the party.

It remains to be seen if this is
enough to defeat the TMC.

Bhanu Joshi is visiting assistant
professor at Ashoka University;
Neelanjan Sircar is an associate
professor at Ahmedabad Univer-
sity. The views expressed are per-
sonal.



West Bengal recorded
a turnout of 89.93% in
the first phase of
polling; 82.24% voters
polled in Tamil Nadu

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA/CHENNAI: West Bengal
recorded a massive turnout of
89.93% in the first phase of poll-
ing for 152 seats in the state on
Thursday with several districts
crossing the 90% mark, accord-
ing to Election Commission data.

Dakshin Dinajpur recoded the
maximum turnout in the state
with an exceptional 93.12%, fol-
lowed by Cooch Behar at 92.07%,
Birbhum at 91.55%, Murshidabad
at 91.36%, and Jalpaiguri at
91.20%. Jhargram (90.53%) and
Paschim Medinipur (90.70%)
also remained above the 90%
threshold, while Bankura
recorded 89.91% and Malda
89.56%. Darjeeling, though com-
paratively lower, still posted a
strong 86.49%, the EC data said
after polling came to a close at
5pm.

Tamil Nadu witnessed a
bumper turnout of 82.24% with
overall peaceful voting across the
state,

Several TN districts recorded
turnouts in excess of 80%. Karur
led with 89.32%, followed by
Salem at 88.02%, Erode at 87.59%,
Dharmapuri at 87.28%, and Tir-
uppur at 86.33%. Ariyalur
recorded 83.09%, Tiruchirappalli
82.76%, and Chennai 81.34%, indli-
cating strong urban and semi-ur-
ban participation. Meanwhile,
Madurai (77.89%) and Thoothu-
kudi (77.56%) reported relatively
lower but still significant turnout
figures.

O Hinhustan Times

Record turnout in Bengal TN
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(Left) Voters queue up at a polling station, under tight security, in Panskura, East Midnapore district. (Right) Workers of TMC and
AUJP clashed in Murshidabad during polling on Thursday.

Polling in 16 districts of West
Bengal began at 7am on Thurs-
day amid tight security to decide
the electoral fate of 1,478 candi-
dates, including 167 women, in
152 constituencies of the 294-
strong state Assembly.

Clashes, allegations of intimi-
dation and attacks on candidates,
including on two of the BJP, were
reported from several constituen-
cies, prompting the Election
Commission to seek detailed
reports even as it maintained that
polling was “largely peaceful”.

In Birbhum's Khoyrasol, ten-
sion escalated dramatically in the
final hours after voters alleged
that votes cast in favour of the
TMC were being registered for
the BJP. This triggered protests, a
temporary halt in voting and
clashes between locals and secu-
rity personnel.

Eyewitnesses said the situation
spiralled following an argument
between polling officials and vot-
ers, with locals gathering outside

the booth and staging a protest.
While forces intervened to dis-
perse the crowd, stone pelting
was reported later, and security
personnel resorted to mild force.

Earlier in the day, BJP candi-
date Suvendu Sarkar was alleg-
edly manhandled in Dakshin
Dinajpur’s Kumarganj, while BJP
MLA Agnimitra Paul's car was
attacked in Asansol Dakshin,
with stones shattering its rear
windowpanes -- incidents the
party cited as evidence of “tar-
geted violence”.

The TMC denied the allega-
tions, accusing the BJP of
attempting to “engineer” unrest.

Tension escalated further in
Naoda when stones were alleg-
edly hurled at the convoy of AJUP
chief Humayun Kabir during his
visit to a polling area, forcing
security personnel to intervene.
The incident triggered a brief
flare-up, adding to the volatility
in the constituency.

Clashes erupted between sup-

porters of the TMC and the Aam
Janata Unnayan Party (AJUP),
leading to a baton charge by cen-
tral forces.

Meanwhile, in Birbhum's
Labhpur and Malda’s Chanchal,
BJP polling agents were allegedly
assaulted by the TMC,

In Murarai, clashes between
Congress and TMC workers left
at least two injured. In Domkal,
allegations surfaced that voters
were prevented from reaching
booths, necessitating a security
escort.

The Election Commission, fac-
ing mounting pressure, reported
receiving around 500 complaints
by noon, with another 375
through the cVIGIL app. The
TMC alone claimed to have
lodged over 700 complaints by
mid-afternoon, many related to
alleged EVM malfunction and the
conduct of central forces.

Meanwhile, pollingi in Tamil
Nadu stayed peaceful with no
reports of violence from any con-

PTI

stituency.

People voted in as many as
75,064 polling stations in 33,133
locations to decide the fortunes of
4,023 candidates.

The DMK, which heads the
Secular Progressive Alliance, is
seeking to retain power, and is
leading a multi-party coalition
that includes Congress, Left par-
ties and the VCK. The AIADMK,
heading the National Democratic
Alliance, on the other hand, is
pushing for a return to power
with allies BJP, AMMK and PMK,
among others, in tow.Actor Vijay-
led TVK is attempting to break
the decades long tradition of
DMK and AIADMK alternatively
ruling the state and form its gov-
ernment.

Despite the scorching sun,
people turned up in polling sta-
tions right from 7am onwards
and cast their votes and those
who had gathered before 6pm,
the appointed time for closure of
polling, were allowed to vote.

M-a
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(From top) Chief minister MK
Stalin, ATADMK leader
Edappadi Palaniswami, TVK
founder Vijay and actor
Rajinikanth cast their vote on
Thursday. Pl
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